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Abstract. The global changes of recent years, caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and the Russian-Ukrainian 

conflict, have led to the disruption of food production cycles in many countries and the crisis of global supply chains. 

These events have increased the importance of the issue of food security not only on a global scene, but also within 

individual national economies. The availability of the national resources, the national exposure to the world crises, the 

access to the foodstuffs in sufficient quantity and of high quality are assessed by international organizations to determine 

the level of development of the food security system in a particular country. In this article, the author considers the 

global food security index of the EAEU member countries and analyzes its constituent indicators. 
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The global food supply chain is a complex system of interrelations between the countries through the whole world. 

Today, to produce finished products, the companies import raw materials, food additives and other microingredients 

from abroad. This is sometimes due to the inefficiency of local production because of the related high costs, and in other 

cases, the import can be forced by specific product characteristics provided by certain global vendors. As food provision 

is one of the key goals of any government as well as the international institutions, the subject of food security becomes 

increasingly vital. The pandemic Covid-19 has dramatically affected the arrangement of food supplies globally. Besides, 

many plants operation in different countries were stopped due to Covid measures taken by national authorities. A new 

challenge the world has to face is the food crisis caused by the Ukrainian crisis 2022 which also affected the logistics 

routes within and through the Europe.  

To asses the state of food security in a country, the Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations 

(hereinafter referred to as FAO), developed a set of indicators, including the following groups: food availability, food 

affordability, quality and safety, natural resources and resilience [1]. All these indicators are united in Global Food 

Security Index which is evaluated by FAO on a yearly basis by countries.  

The current article is to analyze the food indicators of the Eurasian Economic Union members: Belarus, Kazakhstan 

and Russian Federation (see table 1). According to the data of the Deep Knowledge Analytics [2], the latest data on the 

Global Food Security Index covers the first two quarters of 2022. The index is based on three enlarged categories: food 

access, level of crisis risks and natural resources and economy resilience, each of them is assessed by a score from 0 to 

10 as from the most insecure to the most secure country in terms of food safety.  

 

Table 1. 

Global Food Security Index of the EAEU members, Q2 2022 

Global 

Ranking # 

EAEU country Total 

score 

Food Access score / 

rank  

Crisis risks score / 

rank 

Natural Resources and Resilience 

score / rank 

15 Belarus 7.35 7.84 / 31 1.56 / 163 5.78 / 27 

31 Russia 6.93 7.92 / 26 2.52 / 87 5.40 / 41 

33 Kazakhstan 6.87 7.48 / 35 2.28 / 118 5.41 / 40 

105 Kyrgyzstan 5.78 5.68 / 111 2.39 / 103 4.05 / 111 

132 Armenia  5.31 6.00 / 99 4.49 / 12 4.42 / 95 

Source: compiled by the author based on [2].  

 

Relying on the total ranking figures given in the table 1, it is stated that Belarus refers to countries with the most 

secure food system as its indicator is higher than 7. Russia, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyz Republic are among the group of 

countries with a moderate food security system. The poorest food access score belongs to the Kyrgyzstan – 111th place 

out of 168 countries analyzed. Armenia is the most exposed to food crisis risks being in the group of countries with 

serious crisis level. The best rank of the EAEU members is demonstrated by Belarus which is in top 6 countries with the 

lowest exposure to crisis risks in the world. The “Natural resources and resilience” reflects the number of resources 

available in the country in case of any global crisis. Due to the interdependence of all markets in the world, this indicator 



is highly important as it shows the degree of independence of a particular economy. On this ranking, no EAEU members 

fall into the leading group with well-developed state of economy resilience. However, Belarus, Kazakhstan and Russia 

show quite good results being in the list of the countries with developing state. Armenia and Kyrgyzstan are classified as 

underdeveloped countries in respect of the economy resilience and food resources availability.  

All the given figures can be explained, primarily, by the climatic features of each region, availability and use of 

national resources and, of course, the economic and political weight of each country on the international scene. We see 

that Armenia and Kyrgyzstan are more insecure in comparison with other EAEU members and it is justified by lower 

national GDP and high import dependance of these countries as local food production is on a very low level. At the 

moment each EAEU country has its own concept or doctrine of food security enhancement to improve the state position, 

but it is reasonable to join forces to increase the level of food security through the whole Union. A new specific step 

towards solving this issue was taken in September 2021 when member states signed elaborated general principles and 

approached [3] to ensure the union’s markets with sufficient and high-quality foodstuffs. The key goals of the signed 

Decision are non-discrimination of national vendors in the common market and provision of sustainable development of 

agricultural sectors of EAEU members. The improvement is expected to be made through the support of local producers 

and import substitution of strategically important food raw materials and finished products. To monitor the progress of 

the Decision in practice, the knowledge of the international assessment, including the Global Food Security Index, is 

significant as it already reveals the weak spots of EAEU member states.  
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